
Going forward in 2021: An update from Rev Annie May 2021

Introduction

2020 was a year like no other. Yet by God’s grace, we have come through and grown together in so many ways

In this new season, we are seeking to grow back better as a church family

How might we do that in practice?

As I write this, I am sitting in the church garden. Looking around, these three questions came to mind as a helpful 
place to start.

1 What has been cut away during the lockdown that you are glad to leave behind?
2 What have you missed seeing or doing that you are grateful to start doing again?
3 Wha has started to grow that we want to keep nurturing and take with us into the future?

I have been listening to as many within the church family as possible over recent weeks. If I have not had the 
opportunity to catch up with you yet, do let me know what you think in response to those three questions. How 
would you answer them for yourself and for St Luke’s?

Learning to fish again?

I have been praying and reflecting on Jesus’ words to his disciples in Luke 5 and John 21. In both events, Jesus is 
guiding those who follow Him to try something different and not return to “business as usual”. Even though they 
were experienced fishermen, Jesus gives them unexpected instructions to fish in a different way. “Go deeper” is his 
invitation in Luke 5. “Cast your net on the other side” is his instruction in John 21. 

Is Jesus is calling us to do the something similar? To try a different way of doing what we think we already know. 
How might God be calling us to do church differently as we emerge from lockdown?

For God gives us the choice to accept His invitation or to discard it and shut the opportunity down. We can follow 
the example of the first disciples “But Lord if you say, I will….”. In taking their step of faithful obedience, an abundant 
unexpected catch was realised. In Luke 5, they were astonished and responded in worshipping Jesus with deeper 
understanding and awe.  In John 21, that which held Peter back: his sense of guilt from past mistakes or failures 
were overcome by his overwhelming desire to see Jesus again.

Perhaps we can echo that, the desire to see each other again has been one of the deep joys or emerging from 
lockdown and worshipping together.

New shoots of growth?

What are some of the practical signs of Growing Back Better at St Luke’s planned for the rest of this year? 

Care for the buildings

The church roof and bellcote need major work to make them safe, fit for purpose and to last for the future. 
Portsmouth Diocese and St Luke’s PCC have given their support for that major work to be done this year. Work will 
begin in August 2021 and take four months to complete. This means that there will be no access the church during 
that time. It will be encased with scaffolding. 

We will continue to meet on Sundays and be open during the week in the church halls.

We have applied for a grant from the National Churches Trust toward the cost of this work. Even if we are successful 
in being awarded this grant, the cost of this major work is significant and existing funds in hand from the sale of St 
Peter’s will be used to pay for this. However completing this work will enable us apply for other grants to make good 
the plans for completing the rest of the redevelopment of the church. I am grateful to God for His provision and to 
the Standing Committee for their diligence and commitment to taking this forward



Care for relationships

Prayer filled relationships are at the heart of who we are as a Christian community. In many cases, our relationship 
with God and each other has grown deeper over the last year.

Going forward, Rev Jackie Twine and Jenn Camirand will be leading our work with children and young families. This 
will include Sunday worship, the return of Tots in Tow and our links with the local primary schools.

Rev Bryan Stephenson and Buffy Langdown will be leading our work with young adults. This will include our work 
through the Bridgeway project and the development of Identity, our work with students.

Jan Fuller and her team will continue to lead our work with older members of the church family. My thanks to Jan for 
the tireless and fruitful way she has nurtured relationships and faith.

Abi Lane will continue to lead our work with those who come to St Luke’s to work in the Host Co working space.

Piloting new initiatives in worship

Finally some new initiatives that we will be piloting this summer and autumn 

You can find out more about these and other things happening at St Luke’s in our monthly newsletter available in 
church and through our church website

Thrive outside (starting July)

 A new outdoor informal service meeting in Victoria Park every Sunday at 11.00am. Starts in July

Feast (during August)

 A new café style church service during August at 10.00am in the main church hall

Green September 

 A sermon series focused on Climate Change and Sustainability 

And finally…

Finally a heartfelt thank you for being part of this church family, for staying together through the last year and for 
returning. Change will always be with us. So let’s continue to embrace it with openness, humility and prayerfulness. 
For the God we worship calls us to “cast our nets on the other side” and will provide.  His constancy and love for us 
and our community is deeper and fuller than we will ever grasp.

We continue to pray for another, be concerned for one another and not give up the habit of meeting together

Bless you 

Rev Annie 
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